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For its first national conference Aug. 15-16 in Mexico City, the Mexican Socialist Party (PMS)
prepared a discussion paper focused on labor conditions and remuneration. According to the PMS,
the average cost of Mexican labor is less than $0.65 per hour, comparable to the majority of African
countries and low-wage Latin American nations, such as El Salvador, Bolivia and Brazil. Next,
income concentration in Mexico has become more lopsided in the economic recession of the 1980s.
The Party estimated that Mexican workers receive 29% of national income, down from 45% in 1982.
Next, PMS analysts argue that the real value of the average salary has declined 56% since 1982. The
only national economic sector showing significant growth in 1986 was the maquiladora (assemblyfor-export) industry. Last year, according to the PMS, 900 new enterprises were established,
representing an 18.4% increase over 1985. Aggregate value increased 9.2%, to $1.282 billion, while
workers employed in the maquiladoras rose by 17%, from 218,000 to 225,000. The PMS pointed
out that at present 11% of total industrial employment is found in the maquiladora sector under
the control of transnational companies. The paper emphasizes that employment growth in the
maquiladoras did not prevent an overall 3.5% decline in industrial employment last year. Next,
the PMS estimates that 12 million members of the labor force are un- or underemployed. On the
basis of UNICEF data, the party stated that 70,000 infants die every year, and that the number of
childhood deaths resulting from diarrhea and respiratory ailments is rising. In 1977, the poorest 10%
of Mexican families received 1% of the national income; the next 40%, 11%. On the other extreme,
the richest 10% of all families captured 38% of national income. By 1979, income concentration had
increased: 10% of the poorest families received less than 1% of national income, while the 5% at the
top captured 25%. The latter received in round numbers 50 times the income of the bottom 10%.
According to the PMS, income concentration has been exacerbated in recent years. (Basic data from
UNO MAS UNO, 08/13/87)
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